When You Wash Your Car on Pavement,
Our Water is Affected

How does washing my car at home cause pollution?

*  When you wash your car in
the driveway or on the street,
all the soap, scum and oily
grit runs into the storm sewers
and from there to the nearest
stream, river or lake.

* That causes pollution which is

unhealthy for fish.

* Phosphates in the soap also
may cause algae to bloom.
Algae compete with fish and
other biotic life for the oxygen
in the water.

What can | do?

* Wash your car on a grassy area, if possible, so the ground can filter the water naturally.
While also watering your lawn, this slowly adds water to the water table.

* Use soap sparingly. Try to use non-phosphate detergents.

* Use a high-pressure, low-volume hose that has a pistol grip or trigger nozzle to save
water.

* Wash one section of the car at a time and rinse it quickly.

* When youre done, empty your bucket of soapy water down the sink, not in the street or
on the driveway.

* Best of all, take your car to a commercial car wash, where the water gets treated and
recycled.

* Ifyou plan to hold a car wash “fund raising event,” contact your local sewer or public
works department. They can provide suggestions on alternatives to direct discharge of
soapy water to a sanitary sewer system.

Where can | get more information?

For more information about the impacts from washing your vehicle and what you can do to
prevent water pollution, contact the Indiana Department of Environmental Management at

(317) 232-8670.
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